405.   A CRUEL CUSTOM

A Kathiawari gentleman writes to say:1

This difficulty is a genuine one in all Hindu households and
not only in Kathiawar, If a young husband who has become
conscious of his dharma wishes to save himself, he should find a
way to do so. He should politely reason with his parents and
bring home to them the true nature of marriage. If he has any
difficulty in convincing them, he should insist upon living apart
from his wife so long as he cannot live independently. Where
there is a will, there is a way, Man can add to his stature by
finding out ways to solve difficulties and can also develop his
human estate.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 14-10-1928

406.   COWS IN BARDOLI
A Bania gentleman from the Bardoli taluk writes to say:2
If the above facts are true, this also should be taken up as
an essential activity in the constructive work that is being done
at perseut in Bardoli. It has been repeatedly pointed out in
Naoajivan how great harm is done to an ox if it is not castrated.
There is no doubt that almost an equal quantity of milk can be got
from the cow as from the buffalo, but this result can be achieved
only if the cow is reared in a scientific manner. On the whole, if
we wish to spare ourselves the slaughter of the male buffalo, we
should turn our full attention to an improvement in the breeding
of cows. It can easily be proved that the cow and her progeny
are far more useful than the buffalo and her progeny. We have
1 The letter is not translated here.  The correspondent had complained
that in Kathiawar married couples living with parents did not see much of
each other during day time and asked how husband and wife could exchange
ideas and how the husband could obtain the wife's consent to continence.
2 The letter is not translated here.  The correspondent had stated that in
Bardoli and other taluks it was mostly the Raniparaj community that main-
tained   cows.    The   higher  castes   preferred  buffaloes.   They   also refused,
on sentimental grounds, to get calves castrated and let even very young or weak
oxen go free in the village to meet cows through a misplaced sense of piety,
which resulted in the progressive degeneration of the cow's offspring.